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(By the Chaplain.) 
Suggested by Harold Bolce's Articles in Cosmopolitan Magazine. 



When Jesus Christ, the virgin's son, was born in Palestine, 
They little thought that college men would say in Nineteen-Nine, 
Such horrid things about his chureh as they uow say today, 
When Science has the upper hand of superstition's sway. 

They little thought that Harvard? Yale, and Princeton bucks 
the line 

Of superstition's weak defense to kjek a goal sometime 

When all the great unthinking mass shall read their title clear, 

To just a little common sense in college teaching's here. 



Our masses here in this grand state, of long and deep research. 
Says missions far are never right conducted by the church,. 
And other men have said the same for trouble sure will come. 
Where thev raise the standard of the cross and graft tor 
Mary's son. 

And Cornell speaks of arrogance within the churches' fold, 
And says that dogma conjures doubt and will not lasting hold. 
If one would live as Freemen live seeking a higher light, 
Than taught bv priests throughout the world iu superstition's 
blight. 

They're burning churches now in Spain, some day the thought 
will come 

To all the great unlettered mass how freedom*! truly won. 
And then the priest and his cross and Christ will lasting 
buried he, 

With Freedom's banners on the heights "For all eternity." 
San Francisco, California. 




BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



A Freethinker on the Defensive 



Investigation Will Prove Any Truth More Clearly. Women Fear 
Inquiry Into Religious Ideas. Extension of ReligiouB 



(By Lou Lawrence.) 
This fear about the investigation of religious subjects is a 
u/zle to ine. My Methodism was one us ardent as the religious 
bias of any woman at my acquaintance. Indeed, I think I must 
have had a little more faith in the foundation of my creed than 
most of you, for I did not hesitate to investigate the objections 
that were brought against it. 

I said ' My creed is true, and the more a truth is investigated 
the more evident it will become.'" Now, doesn't that seem 
reasonable f If, looking at I he blinds, you decided that the 
sun was shining and 1 declared that it was not, would you 
hesitate to open the shutters for the purpoM of deciding the 
matter 1 It you were correct in your judgment, you would con- 
vince me of my error; but if you were mistaken, no amount 
of belief on your part would warm the air. 

Just so it is with religious ideas. If they are true, investi- 
gation will but demonstrate the fact more clearly; if they are 
false, no amount of belief will make them realities. Belief in 
a future life will not make one immortal any more than belief 
in the nutritive qualities of nod would keep one from starving 
if he adopted that article us a daily diet. 

But there is another kind of fear which deters people, es- 
pecially women, from the investigation of their religious ideas. 
I do not think this consideration has the same power over men. 
Indeed the contrary seems quite evident; for there can be little 
doubt that there are a hundred men who ate Nationalists in 
matters of religion to where there is one woman; and the 
reason for this disparity in numbers is the reason why women 
refuse to consider the subject. 

Women are more afraid of public opinion than men are — unless 
they, the men, happen to be running lor olliee. Women accept 
their religions as they accept their fashions — because they are 
the fashion. 

It is not necessary to trace this undue tear of running counter 
to public opinion which eharaeleriy.es the female man; but it is 
there in excess of that possessed by her brothers. Of course, 
if men in general were to discard their religious beliefs, and 
make open avowal of their mental attitude, women would soon 
follow. Mental independence would be in the air. lieasnii would 
occupy the pulpit. Fleet bought would be the I'ashion. Bill 
men, have so long been the leaders of thought that they must 
continue to be so for a time to come. 

And I would sav here, by way of parenthesis, that if all the 
men in the United States, who have lost faith in Christianity, 
would come out and bodly declare their positions, there would 
never be need for the erection of another church within her 
boundary. Moreover, if there were now as much skepticism 
among women as there is among men, some of the churches 
already built would have to be sold under the sheriff's hammer. 
White women are more afraid of meriting popular odium than 
men are, they are more ready to defy it when once it is cast 



It is her fear of running counter to popular opinion, coupled 
with her subordinate position as a leader of thought, which 
deters woman from the consideration of the claims of her re- 
ligious faith. She has not been accustomed to having her ideas 



accorded equal courtesy with those of men. She shrinks from 
the possibility of laying herself open to criticism. She prefers 
io helieve — or to believe that she believes— lest she find herself 
outside of what she considers to be the pale of respectability. I 
know, my sisters, that you have much more to contend with than 
men have, and that is the excuse I make for your unnecessary 
conservatism in matters of religion. 

Two more points which my friend made were, First : that 
the trials and disappointments of our present life were so num- 
erous that it would not bi? worth living were it not as a prep- 
aration for a future and happier existence; and that our sorrow 
for our lost friends would be unbearable if we could not hope 
I meet them again. 

If life is worth living only as a probation for eternity, it is 
then valuable to those only to whom eternity will bring happi- 
ness. It is not only an unprofitable game, but a losing game 
to thus.' to whom everlasting life will be an everlasting curse. 
Is there any consolation in this idea.' Is it not possible that 
you may be one of those whose probation will not prove profit- 
able? Or, if you are sure of your own gain, how can you rest 
when you know that many of your friends will not make a 
safe landing on the shores of a happy eternity/ Can you see 
any consolation for the troubles of earth in the i onteuiplation 
of that thought / Would it not be more satisfactory to know 
that what happiness one could obtain for himself and what joy 
he could give to others were so much of an addition to the 
sum total of Universal Good which no false step in the evening 
of life could overbalance a hundred-fold by bringing unmerited 
misery in the future 1 

Moreover, what evidence have you that a future life would 
be any BON satisfactory than the present ouof Is there any- 
thing in Nature to warrant such a belief? If a god of infinite 
power forced us into one life in which Suffering predominates, 
is there any reason to believe that he would do any better by 
us in a second existence / If god created man for eternity, why 
did he not make him as he. wanted him and place him where 
he wanted him.' If an earthly life is incessary as a trial for 
eternity, what becomes of children who die in infancy, or at 
birth. If the babe that never opens its eyes to the light of this 
world is a lit inhabitant for Heaven, why is an earthly life 
necessary lor any individual, except as an opportunity for send- 
ing him to perdition/ If god can make a being lit for Heaven, 
why does he not make all of that kind and place them theref 
If he knows that any en at are runs a risk of ■uttering— much 
or little- by being forced upon an earthly life, is it not criminal 
negligence, or wilful culpability, on his part, when that being is 
born 1 

These questions are not irrelevant. If you are not satisfied 
with god's treatment of you here and now, it is more than good 
policy to make sure that he will treat you better in the future. 

II you saw a mother giving her child u uneeessary pain today, 
would you think it probable that she would treat it any better 
tomorrow.-' II you saw your own child undergoing pain and 
suffering which you could prevent, would you permit its misery 
to aontinUS lor years because you intended to give it an inher- 
itance in the distant future? This is just the sort of conduct 
which you attribute to your god— a god whom you declare to 
be infinite in love and power. If you deny this— if you assert 
that god is doing the best he can, then you have no assurance 
that he is able to do any better by you in that next Jife than he 
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is doing now. In the light of Reason, the probationary theory 
is not consolatory. It is inconsistent even as applied to those 
to whom it promises a future of happiness; and it is brutally 
immoral and unjust to those who are to fall victims to its 
merciless threats. 

When 001 friends die, would it not be desirable to believe 
that they are immune from, not only the evils of this life, but 
also from any possibility of additional evil in a life to come? I 
am far from arguing that the ills of life overbalance its pleas- 
ures; but which-ever way that question is decided, death is in- 
evitable; and, since the longer it is deferred the more pain and 
dioappointmonl must be added to the debit side of Life's account, 
1 do see why men should not meet it with satisfaction at any- 
time, and lie down with no wish to make again a venture which 
has been, to the individual, of every doubtful utility. Who does 
not welcome sleep / and what is the blessing which sleep brings 
hut qnoonoeionmowt The rest it gives is the only good we 
realize. Then why should we not welcome Eternal Nest- eternal 
unconsciousness .' 

Immortality. Men in the light of Reason, dees not apear to 
be desirable even if it were an tetebtttbod fact. AH life passes 
through its various stages. Tin re are always infancy, youth, 
maturity, and old age; and if, when the prime 's passed, the 
individual cannot die— cannot pass into nothingness, Wjfaftt a long, 
long, dreary old age must be his! 

The fable 0 f eternal youth cannot stand the light of science 
Only the sanguine imagination of mental childhood cai; harbor 
the hope of such a state. Science proves that even worlds are 
born and die; and it is the veriest egotism in man to supiH.se 
that he is an exception to the rule. What begins m time must 
end in time. The one immortal existence is Matter; the sub- 
■taaaa, if it ha called substance, of which the -real ALL is 
constructed; the Korce, if it is to be called Force, which builds 
all things. There is no division. There can be no division. 
The Fore is inherent in the Substance; or the Subsiance is 
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the mere expression of the Force. Fundamentally, all is one; 
and that is the ONE IMMORTAL. 

O. my sisters, with your belief in an eternal life, with your 
hope of an eternal 11 aven and your fear of an eternal ilell, 
you iio not you cannot feel a satisfaction greater than is ex- 
perienced by him who reads by the light of science that he 
is a pari of the Infinite) that his little life, though sj very small, 
is a link in the bcginningless, endless chain of the i.'osmos; that 
whatever his individual ills may be, he is still a tuctor in the 
UNIVERSAL GOOD. When 1 have looked out upon a Spring 
landscape and taken in the beauty of the springing grass, the 
swelling buds, the shimmering water, the misty hills, and the 
milling blue of thai rati sea of ether over all; and have clearly 
realized my onen.ss with all this natural glory; I have felt an 
ec-tacy which no dream of a Heaven, large enough for me but 
loo narrow for all mankind, could po>sibly awaken. 

1 have saiil that man is the leader of thought, the captain of 
the menial army; 1 must now ass it that woman is the maker 
of morals. I do not mean thai woman is never immoral, or that 
she eannot be even more immoral than man. Hut, as a class, 
women have borne the burden of moral progress. I shall not go 
into the details of any theory of the principles behind this fact, 
ll is. p..ssil»i\. Mlflah in ils origin a mere desire to please for 
individual gain, hut, whatever n> source, it has been the bless- 
in- i lie salvation of the rata. 

li may he that woman has been industrious, prudent, patient, 
wlf-Merifieing, loving and virtuous, because these uualities in- 
ereaatd her popularity with the opposite sex; but, in doing this, . 
IBt has builded these -nullities into her nature; she has trans- 
mitted I hem, in a measure, to her sons as well as to her 
daughter!; and it remains only for her to widen her sphere 
until i| it eo-«Xtanaive with that of her brothers, and then to 
demand of thcni the same honor, probity and purity which they 
demand of her. 

(To be continued) 



Dr. Hausman Replies to Dennis Leahy 



Discussion Centers on the Application of 
Evolution to Specie and Transitional 
Forms. What is Patriotism? 

(By Dr. A. lluusmau.) 

The objections presented by I). Leahy- 
are partly directed against the fundamental 
principle of the theory of Evolution: "all 
living organisms have a tendency to pro- 
duce a greater number of dtsceiidaute than 
possibly can exist on earth" (Malthusean 
theory)) and partly against points which 
form its main supjiort. 

From the strong terms in which he U 
presses his disbelief in the natural con- 
ception of the phenomenon of life, it seems 
evident that lie belongs to the large num- 
ber of people who allow sentiment to su- 
persede the cold, hard conclusions which 
reason compels us to draw from the actual 
facts and refuse to see things in the true 
light. Man has learned from experience 
that the natural forces are inexorable in 
I heir action, without the slightest regard 
to Ins welfare, and all his pfOgKM consists 
in gaining hotter knowledge of these su- 



preme powers or the laws which govern the 
natural phenomena, to avoid the injurious 
eflkett and direct their energies to his ad- 
\ a nt age. 

When l». Leahy denies the truth of the 
proposition that the unlimited propagation 
of lite is an absolute impossibility, by 
saying: "The theory has no foundation 
either in the facts or laws of nature. There 
is absolutely no limit to man's power to 
provide subsistence for himself.'' etc., with- 
out naming a single one of these laws and 
fuels which relicts the theory, he expects 
us to accept his personal belief as proof, 
the same as llrolher Johnson disposes of 
the science of astronomy by the simple 
statement that "the sun do move." 

The severe ami often cruel conditions 
under which life is compelhd to maintain 
il> existence are disliked by most people 
and there are many (including 1 believe. 
D. Leahy and mysi If ) who would have ar- 
ranged things a little better if they had 
made the world. Hut the living beings 
were not asked their wishes, they were 
tailed into existence without their consent 



and must accept conditions as they find 
them. Man is no exception, but owing to 
his superior intellect he has been enabled 
better than many other creatures to adapt 
hims If to his environment and that is all 
in which he differ! from the animal, he has 
begun lo understand his position towards 
nature, which does not permit him to do 
what he likes, but what he must. 

The theory of Malthus is not a matter 
of belief hut a t act which has bet n proved 
mathematically and cannot be refuted. He 
;i-~iuned that the population, it not cheek- 
ed, would be doubled every twenty-live 
v ;us for a conservative estimate) and 
everybody who carries out the calculation 
on this basis will be astonished at the 
figures he obtains. Commencing with 1000 
and assuming the | « .j >it la t i. >n of the world 
to be one thousand millions it would be in 
2150, only two hundred and lifty years 
hit r. 1,034,000 millions and it is easy to 
see that the earth would soon be too small 
for such members. Now. if D. Leahy can 
prove that the stupid doctrine is false, his 
name will rank high in science, but 1 fear 
ii i> a hopeless task. Quite recently I had 
oppu-tunity to witness the rapid progress 
the Darwinian theory is making in scien- 
tific circles. Prof. L Cordan of the Stan- 
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ford University delivered a lecture on this 
subject which 1 attended aud of curiosity 
to hear what he had to say about his teach- 
er, the late L. Agassiz, who was the most 
prominent of Darwins opponents. After 
discussing the theory and pointing out that 
natural science had been placed on a new 
basis since its discovery, he said that he 
had been opposed to it at the beginning 
of his studies through the influence of 
Agassiz, but later he became convinced of 
its truth and has been a firm believer ever 
since. After the conclusion of the lecture 
someone from the audience asked the 
speaker if the Malthusiau Theory was true 
and he replied that one of the teachers of 
mathematics had made the calculation and 
proved that without a check the population 
would increase at a rate that in a certain 
time (I forgot the exact figure, but it was 
much less than our historical era) man 
would not only fill the earth but the space 
of the solar system beyond the orbit of 
Jupiter. However, of 100.000 children 
there are only 07,000 left after three years 
and less than half reach the age of 40 
years. 

Now I would like to know how man 
could "reproduce and multiply everything 
he eats and wears to infinity," when long 
before that time his numbers would excess 
in bulk the earth. Facts are stubborn 
things. 

When the critic claims that we are more 
concerned about over-production than a 
scarcity of material for subsistence, he 
does not consider the effect of our highly 
developed system of division of labor un- 
der which one part of society produces an 
article which does not directly serve to 
sustain life and thereby making the va- 
rious branches of industry dependent from 
•ach other. During the past winter a 
large number of men in S. Francisco about 
15,000) were saved by charity only from 
starving and although there was an abund- 
ance of food in other parts, it was beyond 
their reach. Being without means of Rib" 
littflHfl and opport unity to work, they rt']>- 
resented undoubtedly an excess of popula- 
tion in any particular place. Mr. Leahy 
states that ''Destitution should not and 
would not exist in any city no matter how 
large it might grow, if the natural laws 
had free lay and were not hampered by 
artificial laws," but does not tell whut 
these beneficient laws are and how they 
act. I believe I have mentioned all the 
known laws that govern our social body 
and if there are others I would like to 
know. It is easy enough to say in a gen- 
eral way that something is in accordance 
or contradiction with some law, but this 
proves nothing unless the law is defined 
and its effect demonstrated. 

Turning to Mr. Leahy's comments on the 
origin of life and its subsequent modifica- 
tions, it is impossible to reply to his gen- 
eral denial, because that would simply 



mean a repetition of the first part of the 
book in which all his objections have been 
mentioned and discussed. They can not be 
culled a critique because he does not es- 
tablish a standard of perfection for com- 
parison by which to measure the merits of 
the theory. Concerning the origin of man 
we are placed in the alternative to accept 
either the old biblical story of creation 
or the theory of Evolution, a third possi- 
bility does not exist. To pose us an agnos- 
tic in science, to refuse the ancient myth 
and deny the achievements of modern 
science, is very easy and convenient, in- 
tended to reflect the appearance of pro- 
found knowledge but forfeits the right to 
have a voice in the question. Mr. Leahy 
has not stuted his views, but having reject- 
ed one possibility, the theory of revolution, 
I must assume that he believes in the other, 
in creation and will confine my reply to 
pointing out some errors that have inad- 
vertently slipped into his writing. 

Mr. Leahy's statement about the Dar- 
winian conception of the origin of life is 
wrong and misleading, there is no diversity 
of opinion in regard to it among the be- 
lievers of the theory. Hae.-kel (I know 
from his own statement) Darwin and all 
MM scientists I know of, admit with Hux- 
ley that we are "devoid of any means of 
forming a definite conclusion as to the 
conditions of its appearance. " I have ex- 
pressly admitted this ignorance, adding 
that 1 consider it more rational to assume 
that the same forces which sustain life at 
present caused the elements to combine 
into the living substance at the beginning, 
than to assume an act of creation which 
we can not conceive. It' Mr. Leahy has a 
belter suggestion to offOT he ought to have 
done so. Concerning the first Shape which 
life assumed, we are compelled to believe 
that it appeared in the lowest form known, 
because the history of life, as far us we 
know it from the petrified remuins, took 
an ascending course, analogous to the evo- 
lution of a single individual at the pres- 
ent time. Hut who ever said it commenced 
with one single cell? there may have been 
millions and of a great variety. 

It is indeed a sad foet that the origin 
of the first organism is a mere guess anil 
did not take place under suc'i favorable 
auspices as the creation of Adam, who re 
menibered the affair quite distinctly and 
put it on record in the Bible. Admitting 
our ignorance about the origin of life, this 
does not in the least affect the theory of 
Evolution which has for its object the de- 
velopment of organic forms and is based 
upon the facts derived from the organic 
and inorganic kingdom. That gaps exist 
in the series of transformation through 
which organic forms passed, and that our 
pedigree is not as complete os> we might 
wish it to be (owing to the imperfection 
of the geological record) is quite true but 



does not detract in the least from the value 
of the remaining evidence which is deemed 
sufficient by the majority of scientists to 
establish the theory of Evolution as true 
beyond doubt and irrefutable. 

Mr. Leahy's statement that "the Dar- 
winians tries to convey the impression that 
only one link is missing," is without 
foundation, there is no such an attempt by 
Darwins, Huckels or any other work 1 
huve read. There is such a statement to 
be found? The term "missing link" was 
applied by the opponents to the unknown 
intermediate form between the highest 
apes and man. A. That "contraction hus 
seriously utlected variety and profusion 
which is altogether contrary to the Dar- 
winian Theory" is new and incomprehensi- 
ble to me, likewise the mysterious sentence: 
"that complexity is nt the expense of 
quantity which is entirely' foreign to the 

D. T. 

As regards transitional forms, I have 
mentioned a tew but palaeontalogy gives 
u large number of connecting links. One of 
the best examples is the evolution of the 
hoi so from a five-toed animal to the sin- 
gle-hoofer, described by the late Professor 

E. D. Cope. 

If the scientific method, to draw conclu- 
sions regarding the past from the facts 
we possess in the present, is mere con- 
jecture, it would be interesting to know 
what kind of evidence Mr. Leahy would re- 
quire lo prove events that happened thou- 
sands or millions of yean ago. If a sci- 
entist limls stones that show the effect of 
water and remnants of animal.-, which live 
in that element and draws the deduction 
thai 'he place was once u river or lake, it 
is mere guess, if he finds petrified trees 

and concludes that they wcr ice alive 

and grew from a seed, it is mere conjec- 
ture; |f he finds a crater and a lava bed 
and rashly infers that this was once I 
molten mass and (lowed from a volcano, 
it is a mere hypothesis; but if the bible 
tells how a man culled god created the 
world ami of nothing and made an other 
man of the same material I hat is a fuct 
ami the holy truth. And yet we are asked 
to reject the Darwinian Theory, because it 
is entirely perfect, and accept a fable 
for which exists not the slightest founda- 
tion. It is amusing, and sometimes enjoy- 
ing, how our ideas are miseonel rued even 
if we express them us plainly us possible. 
In the same number which contains Mr. 
Leahy's article Mr. J. A. Mover speaks 
of my "learning preference of German 
over American patriotism, which he dis- 
covered in the discussion of the social 
question. I mentioned some social insti- 
tutions which are better administrated in 

Germany as an illustration that the mere 

name of republic and declarations of lib- 
erty on paper are not sufficient guaranty 
for good government, but to ascribe this 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



5 



criticism to patriotic feeling is entirely 
wrong. 

I have neither German, American or any 
brand of patriotism, — thai is of the kind 

which inspired the armies of Napoleon nud 
the secession of the Booth. I judge a 
man by the way he acts, not by the country 
in which he is born. I prefer an honest, 
ellicient government under a constitutional 
ruler to a dishonest, ineapali!.'. tyrannical 
government under the name of republic. 
To what an extent sound judgment may be 
superseded by fanatical prejudice is shown 
by an incident while T acted as correspond- 
ent for one of the great daily papers in 
a large city. T visited the Argentine Re- 
public and took freed interest in its po- 
litical conditions, which were almost un- 
known in this country and until recently 
bar] been of an unsettled, abnormal char- 
acter. Although by name a republic, the 
country had been ruled by the most arbi- 



Intelligence Never Reckoned as a Factor. 
Christian Believers Accept Without 
Investigation or Concern. 

(By II. K. Branch.) 

Il was discovered at the World's Con- 
gress of Religions at Chicago, in '94, that 
all religions are alike based oil blind faith. 

The Christian sees with the eve of faith. 

"Faith is the lubetanee of things hoped 

for. the eviden tf things not seen." 

That is, it is based on nothing real, noth- 
ing tangible, nothing that Intelligence can 

hitefa I valid thought to. "It is such stuff 
as dreams are made of" and snne reason 
can never accept it as a safe guide. Intel- 
ligence is not a in ssary factor in re- 
ligious faith. It rests upon dreams, mir- 
acles and prophecies that would be barred 
from any court for lack of verification. 

The Christians have faith that Moses re- 
ceived the infallible law from god on Mt. 
Sinai, and the fact that that law is absurd, 
inconsistent, bestial and contradictory does 
not eoricern the Christian in the least. Joe 
Smith received the Rook of Mormon from 
the angel Moroni. The Moniton or Great 
Spirit imparted his laws to the American 
Indian. The angel of God told J ose p h in 
a dream that Mary was with child by the 
Holy Ghost, Cod transmitted the Koran 
to Ifohammet. None of these stories will 
hoar the list of intelligent investigation. 
Each religion declares all other religious 
false and faith without evidence or veri- 
fication is the only test. The Parsee 
widow burning herself on the funeral pyre 
of her husband, exhibits a sublime faith 
that reason refuses to endorse. The Indian 



trary and blr/bd thirsty dictators that could 
be imagined and the crimes committed by 
these bandits in the name of liberty were 
so unutterly lippoosibhl in a civilized coun- 
try that I thought a description would be 
interest ing. So I wrote a history of the 
count rv. beginning with the war of In- 
dependence against Spain, and gathering 
the material from the most reliable official 
sources. On my return to the city I was 
surprised at being frequently asked why T 
had not continued the correspondence and 
arriving at the office the ehief editor ex- 
plained that the "old man" had suppress- 
ed the articles because it was a republic 
where these things happened. — if it had 
been an empire, nothing would have been 
so bad to be said about it. 

For this kind of patriotism I have no 
use, no matter what the label may be. 

Alameda, California. 



mother easting her babe to crocodiles to 
appease the wrath of god. is evidence of 
blind faith and religious fanaticism. The 
old time Methodist exhorter told of a 
death-bed scene where the departing pil- 
grim saw angels hovering over the bed and 
heard sweet celestial music. The victim 
of delirium tremens — jim jams — sees 
snakes, dragons, etc. The testimony of the 
one is just as valid as that of the other. 
Neither can be verified. 

To show the fallacy and absurdity of 
the Christian faith, a very partial review 
of the Jewish bondage and begin will 
MTTS the purpose. If we mav believe the 
bible the Jews were never in bondage in 
Egypt, The shoe was on . the other foot 

When Joseph was made ruler over 
Egypt) the Egyptians owned their homes 
and were prosperous. In i dream god 
warned I'haraoh of the seven fat years 
and the seven years of famine. Daring 
the fat years Joseph taxed the corn out of 
the Egyptians' cribs into the government 
cribs. And then came the dearth, "And 
the famine was over all the face of the 
earth" (den. 41 :. r >4.) "For these two 
years hath the famine been in the land: 
and yet there are five years in which 
there shall neither he earing nor harvest" 
tflnn. 45:6). This was a rank violation 
of god's pledge to Noah. "While the 
earth remalneth seedtime and harvest and 
cold and heat, and Summer and winter, and 
day and night shall not cease" (Oen. 
8:22). In spito of that godly promise, 
seedtime and harvest cease 1 for some 
years. 

Tsrael sent down to Egypt to buy corn, 



and Joseph supplying his brothers with 
wagons for removal to Egypt, said: "Also 
regard not your stuff: for the good of all 
the land of Egypt is yours" ,'Oen. 4o:20- 
21). Joseph gave his father and brethren 
the best land in Egypt and nourished 
them" (fien. 47:11-12) "and made them 
rulers over flocks and herds (Gen. 47:6)." 
While Joseph gave to his father and breth- 
ren land and corn taken from the Egyp- 
tians, he enslaved the Egyptians by tak- 
ing their possessions and their liberties in 
exchange for bread. "And Joseph said. 
Give your cattle; and I will give you for 
your cattle if money fail" (Gen. 47:16-23). 
Ban Holy Writ informs us the Jews in- 
troduced into Egypt by robbing the natives 
and then placing them in bondage. Yet 
this just and merciful god who made of 
one blood all nations of the earth, and who 
is no respecter of persons, permitted 
Israel to enslave and oppress his bene- 
factors, those who nourished Tsrael and 
his descendants, saving them from famine. 
There is no other instance on record where 
such base ingratitude was ever practiced. 
Tn fact the whole thing is a pipe dream, a 
romance of priestly fabrication. Of all the 
nations described in Holy Writ, the ancient 
Jews are chronicled as the lowest in the 
scale of human development, the most 
vicious, depraved and bestial. Their moral 
plane as given by the Bible is lower than 
that of the African tribes as described by 
Stanley, Speke, Livingston and others. It 
is unspeakable that the Jews could be 
guilty of such crimes as Scripture records 
against them. God certainly slandered the 
Israelites. 

And the Jews "multiplied and waxed 
exceeding mighty; and the land was filled 
with them." And Pharoah said to his 
people, "Rehold. the people of the chil- 
dren of Tsrael are more and mightier than 
we." (Ex. 1:7-10.) "And the people 
multiplied and waxed very mighty." (Ex. 
1:20). Here god Pharaoh tell us the 
Egyptians feared the Israelites because 
of their numbers and wealth. A people, 
cannot be mighty without great resources, 
wealth. People in bondage cannot be 
mighty nor can slaves possess great wealth 
—"Even very much cattle." (Ex. 12:18). 
Tn this bible narrative the term "cattle" 
embraces all farm stock, such as horses, 
camels, oxen, asses, sheep and goats. Slav- 
ery cannot exist without slave conditions — 
absence of property anf* power. The Jews 
had both and were "exceeding mighty." 
Pharoah confessed his weakness and in- 
ability to cope with the Tsralites (See Ex. 
1:7-8). The story contradicts itself by 
recording the condition of the Jews as 
wealthy and powerful, superior to the 
Egyptians both in wealth and numbers. 
The story is too absurd and contradictory 
for ere denee and only religious paranoiacs 
can entertain it. 
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Ex. 9:3-7.— "Behold the hand of the 
Lord is upon thy cattle in the field, upon 
the horses, upon the asses, upon t he camels, 
upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there 
shall be a very grevioilS murrain. And all 
i In- cattle of Egypt died; but of the cattle 
of the children of Israel died not one." 

Alter destroying; all the cattle of Egypt 
M described, the Ivord sent a plague of 
blains and boils upon man and beast (cat- 
tle), "upon all the Egyptians" (Ex. 9:8- 
11). A consistent yarn. Even the slaves 
of Pharoah had servants besides. "Even 
very much cattle" (Ex. 9:20). The Jews 
were the only wealthy slaves of which we 
have record. Then we have that beautiful 
yarn about hail and fire smiting man 
and beast (cattle) and every herb of the 
field, and "brake every tree." There is 
also a Munchausen yarn about the wheat 
and rye surviving while flax and barley 



All Operations of Nature Uniform. No 
Whims or Caprices. The Conflict 
Between Theology and 
Evolution. 



(Bj A. A. Snow, i 
In Dennis Leahy's criticism in the Blade 

of Beptemb r 12, of Dr. Hausmsn's writ- 
ings he seems to admit that Evolution has 
power of development of animals and 
plant s whose organization has been com- 
menced by some power different from Evo- 
lution. Hut what that power i> he doM 
not so much as suggest, lie calls lor proof 
that life began in a single cell. N'ow the 

question loemi to turn on this proposition; 

Is Evolution a universal vital organizer? 
That is, Has all vital organization been 
brought about by Evolution f And if so 
organized life must have either begun in 
the single cell or in some form even lower 
than the simple sell, soon to have passed 
through it, for the ce'l is the lowest ele- 
ment of organization wo can find. So, 
for all practical purposes, we can say or- 
ganization began there. Tim: is we can 
say it by assuming that Evolution is the 
universal organizer. And so the question 
turns on that proposition, . 1 admitting 
that Evolution is an organizer t all how 
can we cscap- the conclusion ihal .t is the 
universal or only organizer? Fspec.ally so 
in view of ihe fact that we are destitute of 
any proof of there being any other organ- 
izer? A party for the first time in their 
lives pass through a wheat growing conn 
try, and they see men threshing, anil a 
large straw stack constantly becoming 
larger by straw falling upon it: and one 
asks; "How did that straw pile get there?" 



were destroyed, yet all mature virtually 

togetfa r. (Ex. 023-89). 

After destroying all the cattle (flocks 
and herds) of Egypt, with murrain, and all 
vegetation of Egypt with hail, fire and 
1< custs. (Ex, 10:1-1). again punishing the 
cattle (the Egyptians must have had very 
hardy races of cattle), Ex. 12:29, robbing 
the Egyptians of their jewels and raiment 
(Ex. 12:36), thus making it utterly im- 
possible for Pharoah to pursue any one, 
the Lord tells us (Ex. 14:9) Pharaoh pur- 
sued after Israelites with horses and 
chariots. 

While I've given only a few of the ab- 
surdities and contradictions of the biblical 
record of the Jewish bondage and hegira 
from Kgypt. I have given evidence enough 

Bolivar. Missouri, 
to prove the bible a hoax, foisted upon 
humanity by a designing priesthood. 



"Why," says one, "all by falling from 
I hat straw carrier as you see it now doing." 
"Hut." says the objector, "We only see 
it increasing in size that way. we don't see 
its beginning. " Now that objector is 
Brother Leahy. 

From thirty-live to fifty years ago when 
scientists were first forced to admit that 
Evolution was an organizer there was a 
great outcry in behalf of leligion. It 
■eamad that there was not room for the new 
id DM and religion to both exist. Be* 
Irctant'y and slowly the scientists came 
to acknowledge that Evolution was surely 
an organizer, but in deference to theology 

some of them took- the position that Brother 
Leah* taken viz.; Evolution might not be 

the whole organizer. Some other law might 

exist quite different from Evolution, prob- 
ably spiritual in its nature, having fhe 
pom r of starting the organisms. I remem- 
ber Profissor J. W. Dav/SMI, thirty-five 
years ago, took such a position but con- 
tended that such a law, if it exists, ought 
to be in operation now and all down the 
ages. He admitted that it had never yet 
been discovered but trusted it soon would 
be. lie slated that many learned scientists 
were eagerly searching for the missing law 
and be trusted that it would hi- revealed, 
perhaps within a decade or two. Years 
since passed on the evidence of the work 
of Evolution has been piling up while its 
missing helpmate remains silent as a myth. 

The operations of nature are uniform. 
There are no whims or caprices in her 
methods of procedure. When Isaac New 
ton discovered flu- law of gravitation he 
settled the question for all time and places. 
In vain might some theologian or Leahy 



object, that while matter was so governed 
now, it might not have been so from the 
beginning; that at the formation of the 
earth and planets the material might have 
been brought together by some law other 
than gravital attraction, that the gods 
surely had to have some employment some- 
where. When the law of Evolution as a 
vital organizer was discovered it settled the 
question of the generation of organized life 
universally and for all time. Let us for a 
moment assume any other hypothesis. 

Granting that Evolution is responsible 
for the finishing up of organisms, for the 
latter additions of the structure, What 
pould be the nature of the law or operation 
that began the structure? If it was not 
Evolution what was it and how did it 
behave? It could not have done its organ- 
izing gradually, for that would be Evolu- 
tion; — a development from the single cell 
up. Organisms could not have eternally 
existed,— such a hypothesis is refuted by 
paleontology, as incomplete as it may be. 
There remains but one more possible hypo- 
thesis and that is;— That organisms, and 
very complicated ones too, must have sud- 
denly sprang into existence, contrary to 
any known laws. For instance; A mammal 
for the first time in history is suddenly 
to make its appearance on the globe. The 
various elements to form its body must 
come from their different points on the 
earth; carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, phos- 
phorus, etc. must all start on their journey 
together as a great army of soldiers 
mustered for battle. Rome of these ele- 
ments must come for miles contrary to the 
laws of chemistry, contrary to the laws of 
attraction of gravitation, contrary to the 
laws of inertia and contrary to the resist- 
ance of the air. water and other elements. 
And here we are only at the beginning of 
the absurdities involved in this last and 
only other hypothesis. Not only would this 
law of primitive organization suspend the 
operation of other laws of nature but also 
do so during the different periods of the 
world's history. No escape can be had 
from this alleged chaotic condition of 
nature's laws by referring the operation to 
a hypothetical beginning; for the myriads 
of species of animals and plants have made 
their appearance on the globe not in a 
beginning but during different periods all 
down the past ages as is proved by geology. 
Does Brother Leahy really and earnestly 
believe, or have any grounds whatever, to 
conjecture that there exists at any place 
in Ihe Universe any law that will not only 
suddenly invent but cause just the right 
kinds ,,f material to come forth from the 
four winds of the Universe and arrange 
themselves into a fully developed animal 
never before known; and that this is liable 
to take place at any time now, or at any 
lime or all times in the future, and has 
Continued on Pa*e 12. 
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National Organization of American Freethinkers 

OFFICIAL CALL FOR CONVENTION 



In the name of and by the authority of the persons whoso 
names are hereunto affixed. Freethinkers of the United States 
of Ameriea, who, having in writing duly expressed themselves 
as being in favor of a new, national organization that shall 
undertake and maintain a systematic and advised propaganda 
of Freethought principles, all persons who hold and believe that 
the doctrines, theories and teachings of the orthodox Christian 
church regarding the universe and the origin and destiny of 
mankind are erroneous, and who believe that happiness and 
morality can be better subserved by a study and observance of 
Natural Law than through the medium of prayer, faith or god- 
worship; who reject all phasps and forms of superstition and 
idolatry; who are free and who desire to be free from orthodox 
religions restraints in matters affecting human action and con- 
science; who believe in a full and complete separation of church 
and state, with all that such separation implies, are hereby called 
to meet in National Convention in the. City of St. Louis, Stat<* 
of Missouri, on Sunday, November 14th. 1900. at the hour of 0 
o'clock a. m., for the purpose of devising and adopting a declara- 
tion of principles as a basis for such organization ; a constitution 
and by-laws for its proper and effective management and its 
better government; to elect officers; to outline and adopt n sys- 
tem of progaganda. and to do all other acts and things thnt may 
or shall be pertinent to and shall best subserve and aid in th" 
accomplishment of the objects and purposes herein expressed. 

Hotel Accommodations. 

Arrangements have been made and completed w.ih the man 
agement of the Laclede Hotel, at Sixth and Chestnut streets. In 
the City of St. Louis, for the accommodation and entertainment of 
all Freethinkers attending the convciion. at fairly reasonable 
rates. This hotel is conducted or. the European plan and pro- 
vidis sleeping accommodations only. There is a well appointed 
restaurant in connection with the hotel at which good meals MB 
he had for small cost. The hotel rooms vary in price, and range 
from 50 cent* to $1.00 per day. according to quality of room or 
whether two occupy the same room. The cost of meals will run 
from 20 cents up. The hotel is large and commodious. Tt has 
ample facilities for the accommodation of all who wish to attend, 
and is situated in the heart of the business district. 

Business and Social. 

Owing to the great distance thnt some of those attending the 
convention will have to travel, and recognizing the natural desir" 
for sufficient social intercourse during the convention, that such 
a gathering must create, there will he an informal social and 
business gathering of the Freethinkers attending the convention, 
and those residing in St. Louis nnd vicinity, in the parlors of 
the Laclede Hotel, on the Saturday night, after supper, preceding 
the Sunday of the convention. This will afford an opportunity 
for renewing old friendships nnd forming new ones. 

In order to facilitate the business of the convention there will 
also be an informal caucus to prepare an outline of the work of 
the convention, select and appoint the several committees, name 
a temporary chairman and secretary, in order to facilitate th> 
business of the convention nnd assist in the speedy dispntet 
its business. 

The caucus will first designate a tempornry chairman am' 
secretary; given due authority, the teni|x>rary chairman will 
thereupon appoint the following committees: 



On order of business; on organization: on constitution nnd 
by-laws; on membersship and finance: on propaganda. 

The committees will be asked to meet Saturday night or early 
Sunday morning that their several reports may be ready for 
submission when the convention is properly called to order. 
The Convention. 

The Convention proper will be called to order promptly at 0 
o'clock on the morning of Sunday. November 14th, 1000. by the 
temporary chairman who shall be designated by the Saturday 
night caucus. Such sessions as may be deemed necessary shall 
be ln ld throughout the dnv. The Convention Hall is situated i:t 
ELEVENTH AND LOCFST STREETS. 

Organized Societies. 

All organized Freethought societies, national, state, or local, 
now actively engaged in the dissemination of admitted Free- 
thought principles, are invited and requested to send, or to cause 
to he sent, any number of delegates or representatives to this 
Convention, in order that the gathering may be made as univers- 
ally expressive of American Freethought as it is possible to be 
All individual Freethinkers will receive a hearty and cordial 
welcome. 

Charter Memoers. 

All persons. Freethinkers, adopting the declaration of prin- 
ciples, the constitution and by-laws of the organization, and who 
shall attend the convention in person, and all persons signifying 
their approval, acceptance and ndoption of the same, in writing, 
addressed to the Secretary, within a time to be specified by the 
convention, nnd all those whose names are appended to this call, 
shall be deemed nnd recorded on the hooks of the organization 
as charter members thereof. 

General Invitation. 

Extending a fraternal call, a fraternal invitation, and a 
fraternal welcome to all who love mankind better than fancied 
gods, who believe in the worship of work, and who desire tn 
unite and co-operate with us in the work of disseminating the 
high and eternal principles of truth as expressed by Freethought. 
we are, 

John R. Charlesworth. Lexington, Ky. : Parker H. Sercomh-". 
Chicago, Til.: Dr. T. J. Rowles. Muncie. Tnd.: Helen M. Lucas. 
Marietta. Ohio; William C. Cope, St. T^mis, Mo.; Josephine K. 
Henry. Versailles. Ky. | T. C. Jefferios. Cleveland. Ohio; Julia 
C ..Coon. Bartow. Fla.; J. C. Wntkins. Kanawha Falls. W. Va.: 
E. P. Northrup. Ellieott ville. N. Y. : Oeorge O. Roberts. Hennison, 
Ohio; D. W. Sanders. Covington. Tnd.: J. Atwood Culhertson. 
Pittsburg. Pa.: Carl Rnerwalde. Cleveland, Ohio; Charles F. 
Rftndall, Cherokee. Okla.: J. M. Reed. Chicago. Til.; J. M. Frost. 
Tampa. Fla.; Wm. J. Howerton. Tularosa. Texas: James S. 
Davis. Wavnesfield. Ohio; James O'Neal. Ft. Smith. Ark.: E. A. 
Fitch. Wilmington. Vt.: R. C. Earle. Pine Crove. Ark.: Ella P. 
Hunt. Moline. Kan.; Emily C. Jones. East Lynne. Mo.: Anna O. 
Jones. East Lynne. Mo.; Mrs. Nels Johnson, Higgins, Texas; 
W. L. Luce. Annapolis. Md.; M. TT. Oberholtzer, Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Miss Elizabeth Wiley. St. T^mis. Mo.; Andrew Jackson 
Rover. Waahfafton, P. C. : E. O. Nichols. Nora*, Vn.: Joel If, 

Barry, Nat. Mil. Home. Ohio; Harold Banning, Mt. Vernon. Ohio; 
Oharlai 0. Brawn, Tthaca. N. Y.: H. M. Fisk. Pella, Towa; A. J. 
Canon, \ rdrnore, Okla.: Oeorge 0. Rartlett. Tolland. Conn..: 
Moragn Wamsley. Cincinnati. Ohio: Oscar A. Janicke, Louisville, 
Ky. ; W. A. Cooper, Milo, Me.; Manly A. Rrigham, Rumford, Mi. 
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WHAT THEY ARK THERE FOR! 

When men are selected to direct and manage an educa- 
tional department connected with any institution, of what- 
ever character, the selection is usually, and trenerally, made 
with a view to their competence mid skill as teachers, their 
knowledge of the subjects which they arc required to teaeh. 
but above all there is demanded a full and truthful expo- 
sition of those subjects, that the minds of pupils he not 
led Htray, or the instruction be given them with a coloring 
adapted to serve certain interests only. 

Connected with the University of Chicago, nn institution 
that is constantly cominc into the lime light, is a publica- 
tion entitled "The Biblical World" and is connected with 
the Divinity School of that institution. It is edited by 
about a dozen of the professors with E. D. Burton, D. D. 
at the head. In a recent issue it expressed an editorial 
opinion that the bible, or what it contains, is not an 
adequate code of ethics, and that even the new tcstamcn - 
must be considered in the same light The one, certain 
impression Embodied in that editorial is that the bible, as 
a whole, is merely a historical record of the ''evolution and 
religious ideals" indicative only of the growth of I moral 
code and not a finality. The Chicago Inter Ocean, well 
known for its continued play to the orthodox element for 
the sake of the shekels it is able to collect, a sort of cheap 
newspaper comedy which is used for "playing to the gal- 



leries," takes issue with the expressions of these Professors, 
and standing on the proposition that the bible is all that 
it is claimed to be, divine, infallible, and its over impossible 
attributes, this paper asks the pointed question, "what are 
these gentlemen there for?" a question which is answered 
by the first paragraph of this article. 

These gentlemen are there for the primary purpose of 
teaching and promulgating truth. If the truths they teach 
do not harmonize with the theological conception of the 
universe as held by the Inter-Ocean, it is the fault of the 
Tnter-Ocean and not the fault of the truths. The weak 
and peurile arguments of this would-be orthodox paper may 
l)e seen and understood by reading and thinking men and 
women from the following. It proceeds to condemn "these 
gentlemen" for teaching truth, and then says: 

"It has not been thought necessary to establish special 
schools, or faculties or even professorships, to study and 
interpret old history books, such as those of Herodotus, or 
Thucydides, or Josephus, or Tacitus. 

No* has it been deemed useful to take similar measures 
to explain and apply to daily life the moral precepts of 
Socrates or Plato, of Epictetus or Marcus Aurelius. 

If the Bible be no more than the works that pass under 
these names, why is so much attention given to it by the 
'Divinity School' on the Midway? 

In a word, if the Bible be no more than the professors 
of the 'Divinity School' of the University of Chicago seem 
to think it is, what reason has that school for existence?" 



The argument contained in the first paragraph above 
quoted is absurdity gone mad. There is no sacrcdotal 
svsteni built up and around the historical works mentioned, 
nor do hireling preachers, and impecunious newspapers 
anticipate, expect, or hope for monetary reward for teach- 
ing what they contain, as is thd case with the bible. Nor 
is the bible of any higher historical value than the Writ- 
[up spoken at In many instances the "history" of the 
bible is merest fiction, mere legends and tales born of 
oriental imagery. Where data was not obtainable it was 
invented. Nearly all the histories of that period bear 
similar traits. But there is this difference. Man is to be 
damned for rejecting even the history of the bible, while 
he can exercise his own pleasure regarding the others with- 
out fear of the consequences. Only for the money there is 
in its advocacy, the bible would sink far lower in public 
estimation than the Tnter-Ocean, if that lie possible. 

Tn so far as the argument of the second paragraph is 
concerned, it is readily accepted by all intelligent persons, 
that in all institutions where the classics are taught, the 
morals of the writers described are taught and compared 
with the moral precepts of modern Christianity, and to 
the hitter's discredit, What are considered as the "best" 
of the moral precepts now taught as Christian, are merely 
borrowed from ancient pagan systems. The sermon on the 
mount taught nothing new. It is an eclectic composition, 
never actually delivered by the person to whom it is 
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ascribed, but made up by interested writers for the purpose 
of giving a sort of religious authority or sanction for its 
acceptance. Scholars both recognize and admit that the 
moral precepts of Socrates, Plato, Epictetu3 and Marcus 
Aurelius, were actually written and promulgated by them, 
but as concerns the alleged moral precepts of the bible they 
are of unknown authorship. It is probable that no very 
serious attack would have been made upon the bible but 
for the extravagant claims made in its behalf. Had it 
been allowed to take its place side by side with the sacred 
writings of other and older religions, where it belongs, the 
Inter-Ocean would not in these days, be compelled to 
attempt its defense. 

The Chicago professors will, it is presumed, continue to 
teach truth concerning the bible, its moral codes and pre- 
cepts, such as it may boast, and their successors will be 
found continuing the work, when the Inter-Ocean shall be 
dead and forgotten by men. 

IMMIGRATION AND ORTHODOXY. 



The City of Pittsburg was recently made the. Mecca for 
the Campbellites of America who delight in styling them- 
selves "Disciples of Christ" to the exclusion of other sects 
of the same faith. The event was to celebrate the work 
of Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone one century ago 
when they rent the Baptist church in twain Wause of a 
difference of opinion concerning baptism l>efore or after 
conversion. 

As might be presumed the celebration was made the 
occasion for much superstitious revelry and yet, not a few 
practical ideas were promulgated. Many of the latter, 
however, were not designed or uttered for the benefit of 
humanity, as a whole, but for the benefit of the church and 
its advocates. Nor, indeed, was the whole orthodox church 
taken into consideration, merely the one sect, the "Dis- 
ciples" which constitute but an insignificant part of the 
whole. Through the thoughtful tact of a Pittsburg friend, 
the Blade has received copies of the Pittsburg newspapers 
containing rejmrts of the meetings, synopsis of some of the 
"talk-feasts" indulged in, with an outline of the sentiments 
offered. Prominent among these was an address by Charles 
It Shar]>e, dean of the bible college of Missouri, in which 
he held the alien immigrant was a menace to Americans, 
unless he bo taught the principles and tenets of Christianity. 
Particularizing upon these immigrants Mr. Sharpe classi- 
fied them as — 

"They are prevailingly from the illiterate and degraded 
peasant imputations of eastern and southern Europe. They 
are of nationalities untrained in the principles and prac- 
tice of democracy. The religion to which they have ad- 
hered knows nothing of the worth and dignity of man." 

It is rather difficult to understand just how Mr. Sharpe 
reaches such a conclusion, unless he regards, or presumes 
to regard, the Campbellite church as all there is to Chris- 
tianity. In Southern Europe we find such countries as 
Spain, Italy, Hungary, Austria, and the innumerable 



petty kingdoms that for centuries have been under the 
sway and dominion of the popes, and it would be the height 
of presumption for Mr. Sharpe to insist that such people 
as emigrate to America therefrom had heard nothing, knew 
nothing, and understood nothing of Christianity. Trav- 
eling eastward on the European continent we observe Russia 
and Greece, both under the thralldom of Christianity, 
whose peoples have observed Christian rites and Christian 
ceremonies for centuries before Alexander Campbell or 
Barton Stone were born. The Christianity of the nations 
here enumerated is of the most excessive and virile form. 
It is the same kind of Christianity that held Europe creed 
bound and mind-fettered throughout all the dark agee, 
against which even the Campbellite church is a revolt. 
That many of these peoples are "illiterate and degraded" 
is doubtless true, but that is their misfortune and not their 
specific fault. It is their misfortune, due to accident of 
birth, that they first saw the light where such religious 
conditions prevailed. Their illiteracy is due to a combi- 
nation of church and state, a condition that would exist in 
America today but for the vigilance and aggressive war- 
fare maintained by the Freethought element to keep the 
church from interfering with the republican institutions 
of the country. Their degradation arises from the same 
source as their illiteracy and is further induced by the 
excessive burdens imposed upon them by having to support 
both priest and king, the two tatter invariably playing a 
losing game into each other's hands. History records the 
fact that illiteracy and degradation have been the con- 
comitants of the Christian religion wherever the tatter has 
been in jxwer and authority. Only as light began to break 
through the dark clouds of orthodoxy did education advance 
and with education came mental liberty. The Christian 
church realized these results of education. They, its paid 
advocates, saw and understood. At every forward step they 
blocked the way. 

The purpose of this harangue was to induce a missionary 
work among these i>oople in this country, to proselyte them 
for the Campbellite church. The sole desire being to build 
up one Christian sect at the expense of another Christian 
sect. 

Passing further east through Europe we come to Turkey, 
Persia, and other small principalities that is under Mo- 
hammedan rule. True, these are not "Christian nations" 
but they are "religious" and the elementary principles of 
all religions are one and the same. They were born of 
ignorance and fear. Innumerable cruelties have been re- 
counted against both Turkey and Persia, but these have 
been altogether due to religious influences, the intermed- 
dling of Christian missionaries, who imagine themselves 
cod-sent to turn Mohammedans into Christian believers. 

There may be considerable truth in the statement that 
the class of 'immigrants referred to "know nothing of the 
worth and dignity of man" but it is because their mental 
training has all been under the influence of superstitious 
creeds and the verv doctrines taught and promulgated by 
Mr Sharpe and the Campbellite church still degrade man 
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as a fallen being, sinful by very nature, a sort of ignom- 
inous black-sheep who, by his will and volition, fell into 
heavenly disgrace. Then the question arises, would the 
doctrines these men prop ose to instill into the ear of the 
immigrant hold forth any higher degree of the worth and 
dignity of man I We do not think so. The entire Chris- 
tian world degrades man by giving him a fictitious origin 
and an imjwssible destiny. They would fill him with 
superstitious ideals and creeds, slightly differing in form, 
from those to which he had l>een accustomed, in the hope 
that he would beoome a contributor to this particular sect 
and cease to aid the sect to which he had formerly belonged. 

Rut the very arguments Mr. Sharpe has adduced, viewed 
in the light of past history and present fact, constitutes an 
accusation against ( 'hristianity and its influences over the 
race. Illiteracy and degradation coming from intensely 
Christian countries, depending for light upon the advances 
of another Christian element, is an amusing farce. 

It is noticeable, however, that no reference is made to 
those immigrants from Western and Northern Europe. 
The reason is plain. Germany, England, France, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, and in fact all the Scandinavian coun- 
tries, have furnished luge QUinbsn of active workers in 
the ranks of American Freethought. Our ]K>rsonal ex- 
perience in Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas, which 
States are largely settled by Scandinavian peoples, long 
ago brought the conviction that an extreme liberality and 
freedom of conscience actuated them, and that all forms of 
religion and religious worship were held by them at a dis- 
count. The reason for this is plain. In the latter coun- 
tries mentioned the priest and preacher has less power. He 
is not acceted as an authority. Their governments are 
as free from their influences as it is possible for 'i struggling 
people, a thinking people, to have them. Education has 
been encouraged and it has destroyed Christianity in their 
minds. In America, today, the l>etter class of Europeans 
who have immigrated to our shores, constitute the bidwark 
of the liberal sentiment. 

By a little sober reflection Mr. Sharpe will Ik? able to see 
that ho is wrong in bis premises, consequently wrong in his 
conclusions. 



GET READY FOR THE CONVENTION'. 



Among some of the letters received by the Rlade upon the 
coming convention at St. Louis, since the promulgation of 
the official call, are some suggesting that more time be 
given than is named therein, for the full and satisfactory 
consideration of the business that is to be transacted. The 
Blade entertains a perfect realization of the vast importance 
that attaches to this movement, and would make no ob- 
jection, even if it had the right or power, to i convention 
of several days duration, provided it be necessary to the 
successful consummation of our heart's great desire and the 
certain launching of the new organization along eminently 
successful lines. 

The communication* from Dr. Wilson and from Mr. 



Charles Betscher are particularly strong on this point. By 
referring to the call, however, it will be observed that pro- 
visions have been made for a caucus on the Saturday night 
preceding the convention, whereat a great deal of the pre- 
liminary routine can be disposed of. At this caucus a 
temporary chairman and secretary can be named, and the 
necessary committees appointed. If all who attend the 
convention come well prepared, knowing jnsi what thev 
want as concerns the fundamentals, or groundwork, of the 
organization, these can be readily converted into a present- 
able report and submitted to the convention at its first 
session. Naturally enough, the constitution, by-laws, decla- 
ration of principles, including methods of propaganda, will 
present the greatest problem, and both the committee baring 
this in charge, as well as each individual member of the 
convention, will be called upon for a careful and minute 
consideration of all the detail. Upon the organic law de- 
pends the character of the organization. Fpon the officers 
elected to administer the same depends the weal or woe of 
our undertaking. With it all, however, there is nothing in 
the rail to prevent a two or three days' convention, provided 
the time be profitably utilized by practeial business con 
siderations and not occupied with speech-making. Above 
all things else, this is to be a pure business gathering, and 
if sufficient time thereafter be allowed, we can indulge in a 
love feast among ourselves as the memters may decide. 
Once the organization is a fact, the time of each member 
attending is at his or her own disp i?al for any purpose. 
Let it be organization, first; afterwards such talk feasts as 
the members present may agree opon. 

Others have written asking that their name* bfl appended 
to the official call, indicating more than an >rdinary inter- 
est in the proceedings. As the cdl which is printed else- 
where, occupies one full page of the Blade, we have not 
the room to add any additional Dlimes thereto and in jus- 
tice to those who have so written, the names arc given here. 
They are: Dr. J. B. Wilson, Cincinnati. O.J 1 hnrlas 
Betscher, Canal Dover. O. : Dr. T. I!. Bfegbheart, Huffalo, 
N. Y. ; Harriet M. Closz, WeNter City, [oWU! Charles F. 
Randall, Capron, Okla. ; Ray I.. Showalter, r.ubbock, Tex. 

Badges have been ordered for tlx members of the conven- 
tion and friends of the movement attendant thereat. These 
will be distributed a- the nam- - are registered by the ere 
dentials committee. Tin badge* are of darV blue ribbon, 
with gilt letters thereon, reading: ' Nation d Convention 
of Freethinkers, St. Louis, November 14-15, 1!>09." It 
is attached to a white button, in the center of which appears 
the word, "Member." Another year and the official name 
of the organization can l>c used. Freethinkers will have 
reason to be proud of owning and wearing one of these 
badges, if the expectant results of the convention are fully 
realized. Come to the convention and get one. 

Arrangements have also been made for a fifty-cent-per- 
plate dinner at the Hungarian Restaurant. This will take 
place Sunday night. Even if the work of the convention 
is not concluded by that time, we can Indulge in the dinner 
and finish up the work Monday morning,— take all Monday 
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if necessary, to make it lasting, permanent and impressive. 
We are not limited in this res]>ect. Whatever speaking of 
a public character be done can he given at this dinner and 
hero the embeUiehuientt of the gathering may he enjoyed. 
As for the balance of the time, it must be spent in practical 
work. 

It is but two weeks now to the date of the convention. 
Kverv Fret li inker in America should make a strong effort 
to be present. It is important for all, who can, to attend. 
Let existing Freethought societies, of every character, or 
name, scud a delegate and be represented at this meetimr. 
Furnish your own ideas on the subject of organization. Co 
present and take part in the formation of the society. The 
principal elements to be discussed are: 

To organize or not to organize. 

The official name of the organization. 

Its constitution and by-laws. 

Its declaration of principles. 

Its method or system of propaganda. 

Eligibility to membership. 

Election of officers. 

Mode and manner of government. 

Consider well each item and come prepared with some- 
thing. In a multitude of counsel there is wisdom, and let 
us have the multitude. 



PRIESTLY ASSASSINS. 



In the year 1909, when Europe makes some boast to 
being partially civilized, at least, a Francesca Ferrer, Free- 
thinker, and Humanitarian, is shot to death by a brutal 
soldiery at the dictation of the priesthood, the "holy and 
sanctified" successors of the murderous band that sent 
Bnmo to his death. 

It is not enough that honest men and women express a 
mere indignation at the perpetration of such a crime. The 
English language is painfully deficient in words to fittingly 
characterize this brutal deed. Friends of freedom every- 
where would welcome the immediate downfall of such I 
pitiless ecclesiastical tyrant, no matter the means em- 
ployed. Had such a crime been perpetrated in >'ome of the 
pagan countries, official and monarchial Christendom would 
have condemned and denounced the act. The stage of this 
latest drama being set in Christian Spain, the elements 
of both church and state are significantly silent. 

Professor Ferrer was a man of exceeding great wealth. 
He was a Freethinker and in addition thereto, he was op- 
posed to government, by either king or priest He sj>ent 
millions of his money in the founding and maintenance 
of schools in Spain for the education of the poor, offering 
them an education free, ami without god or religion in it. 
The Spanish church, which is Roman Catholic, saw in him 
a dangerous foe, and it conspired constantly for his da 
struction. Many times the church, through its priest-. 
BOUght to secure an indictment again him at the hands of 
the civil tribunals, in tho hope of hounding him to h : s 
death, but without avail. The people saw in Ferrer a 



friend to their own cause. They refused to Hue qp with 
the church to the end that Ferrer might be destroyed and 
the work of education went on in spite of church, priest 
Of oread Years passed by and the poor people of Spain 
came to know Ferrer more and they learned to love him 
for his kindly ministration! in their behalf. At last Spain 
declared war against the Moors and the army was ordered 
out. Revolt after revolt took place in different parts of 
Spain. Bombs were thrown and public buildings destroyed 
Tho people, with no other means, resorted to this form of 
violence to express their disapproval of another costly war. 
Many of the troops refused to leave their homes for a 
foreign shore. During all this time Professor Ferrer, as 
it is now shown, was in London, attending to personal 
business matters. He was called back to Spain by a tele- 
gram announcing the serious illness of his two children. 
Ho hastened back and arrived in Barcelona in time for 
his youngest child to die in his arms. By a strange coin- 
cidence, the people not knowing or probably not caring 
where Ferrer was the big riot in Barcelona broke out upon 
the day of his arrival to see his dying children, and the 
city was pieced under martial law for the better preserva- 
tion of order. The military had now superseded the civil 
authorities. The priests of the "most holy" church saw 
and realized their golden opportunity to get rid of Pro- 
fessor Ferrer. They complained to the military that 
Ferrer had caused the riot with its loss of life and proj>ertv. 
ihey furnished tho necessary witnesses, caused him to be 
tried by court-martial, convicted, sentenced and shot to 
death. All this was done in so hurried a manner, that the 
people had little time to realize what was taking place. 
Failing with the civil authorities, failing with the judiciary, 
the priesthood fell upon the military and was successful. 

It is highly probable that no other paper in America 
hat vet given publication of these facts. They are ob- 
tained from a letter published in London, written in Spain, 
by one who was on the spot and saw and knew what took 
place. The church is wholly and solely resjxm-ible for the 
death of this martyr to Liberty's cause and upon its head 
must the punishment fall. Friends of the Spanish gov- 
ernment were unable to tolerate such a condition of affairs. 
The ministry resigned because of what took place. The 
cry of rebellion is now upon every lip. King Alfonso, a 
mere puppet in stronger hands, writes his regrets at the 
murder of Ferrer and expresses a wish that ho could have 
known of the tragedy in time to have given a full pardon 
to this last victim of the fury of Bomanism. 

Too late! Roth king and priest must go! Not by force 
of arms; not by open conflict, but by friends of Ferrer 
taking op the work where his death intervened and con- 
tinuing it until the sentiment of liberty has been instilled 
into every human heart by educative processes. This is 
the safest, the surest and the l>est way to terminate a 
system that is intolerable. Tf Alfonso, as kins of Spain, 
possessed one grain of manhood, one spark of personal 
courage, he would call the people to his side and drive the 
church with its infamous priesthood from Spanish soiL 
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EVOLUTION A COMPLETE ORGANIZER 

Continued from Page 7. 

taken place repeatedly during the various 
ages of the past f In the absence of any 
evidence of the existence of such process 
we would classify such conjectures along 
with the myths and fables that found lodg- 
ment in the brains of ignorant men during 
the infancy of the race. One might as well 
deny the immutability of the laws of Math- 
ematics as the laws of nature. Their de- 
nial would make all science a farce and 
invention a delusion. 

That Evolution has the power of organ- 
ization is proved in the case of the horse. 
All scientists acknowledge that the proof 
is conclusive that the horse has developed 
from a very small five-toed animal which 
has divided into different species, viz.: 
The horse, quagga, ass and zebra. His 
hoof has been re-organized and perfectly 
adapted to his present use; this is also 
the case with his teeth. It also shows us 
that rudimentary organs are just what 
they appear to be — remnants of former or- 
gans. This being true we may lay down 
the principle that Evolution is the great 
organizer of the Universe. The case of the 
camel and the ruminants also afford us evi- 
dence of the above. 

The fact that some animals may retro- 
grade or even remain practically stationary 
in no way contradicts the above. But that 
there has been more forward than back- 
ward movement is evident, or man would 
never have been here. 

Exactly parallel with the evidence from 
rudimentary organs is the evidence derived 
from embryology, and it being true all 
animal life began with the single cell. 

"Geology is a badly broken record of 
the life of the crust of the earth," we are 
told. Very well, provided this sentence be 
not construed to impeach it as a science. 
We may certainly know this much from 
other and very different ones that formerly 
peopled the earth. "— Britaruiica Cyclo- 
pedia. It also shows that there has been a 
gradual trend of animal plant life from 
the single cell or close to it to the highest 
organisms of the present inhabitants of the 
earth. Dr. Dawson shows that the Eozoa 
grew in large masses and in various forms, 
in the Upper part of the Lower Laurentian 
series of rocks. This is a single cell animal. 

Mr. Leahy tells us there are missing links 
in the geological record of the tree of life; 
and he says they are always the transition- 
al forms that are missing. He names first 
the link between the invertebrates and vert- 
ebrates. But we have these in several 
species now living which ought to be suf- 
ficient. They have neither bone, scales nor 
sheels and so could hardly be preserved in 
the geological records. If this is not the 
reason can he tell why they are not found 
somewhere in the geological records, for 
they are beret We also have links be- 



tween reptiles and birds in fossils of ani- 
mals now extinct. We not only have the 
bird connected with the reptile but we also 
have the transitional form between the bird 
Mid the mammal in the present living Or- 
nithorynchu8 of Australia; and between 
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Dr. Wilson, and Others, Promise to be at 
St. Louis and Give Aid in the Under- 
taking. Another Bunch of Strong 
Letters. 

Rouser for the Convention. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO.— I am greatly in- 
terested in the New National Organiza- 
tion of American Freethinkers, and hope 
to be at the St. Louis Meeting. T like the 
prospect, since it seems to be starting off 
without a discordant voice, and good feel- 
ings prevail all around. 

This is due, largely to the fact, that the 
old elements of contention are passive, 
and not saying anything. I have been 
keeping silent, because I think it best, at 
this time, that I go away back yonder, 
and sit down, and keep mum, and let new" 
blood and spirit be enforced into the 
start. However, I want to be tacked on 
to the tail end of the membership, and be- 
come a good hard worker in the ranks. 

I feel that I had my day at organiza- 
tion, and certainly had all I wanted. How- 
ever, I feel that the work I did, was worth 
the while, and was not done in vain. 
When I got into the official swim, Free- 
thought Organization was not worthy of 
the name— inefficient, impracticable, illit- 
eral, boss-controlled, crooked, a mere pre- 
tense and sham. Nothing less than a war 
in the ranks could put an end to the 
bossism and corruptism that prevailed. 
While this meant the death of Freethought 
Organization for a time, the war came, 
and with the assistance of many able 
Liberals all over the country, we went to 
work, and completely demolished the old 
gang machine. That was a bijj undertak- 
ing for one man, and I have always re- 
garded it as the best practical Freethought 
stunt of my career. It succeeded 'in 
bringing on the calm which has followed, 
and affords to the Liberals of today, the 
opportunity to begin anew, free of the old 
animosities and personal bickerings. 

But I must say, from a large experienc, 
that I am not as optimistic about Free- 
thought Organization, I do not believe 
that any organization can be practically 
effective, unless the money is raised to 
establish permanent official headquarters, 
with a working body, engaged at this work 



this and the Mammal we have Marsupials, 
and the Armadillo. We have in living 
form a great number of transitional forms 
between the fish and reptiles and are not 
without fossil remains of some. 
Lineville, Iowa. 



High Endorsements 



and nothing else, and which l* able to 
keep interest aroused all over the country 
by official field work. 

This cannot be done without sufficient 
funds are raised to establish a led urini: 
bureau, and putting six to ten men in 
the field, and building up state organiza- 
tions. It is a big task, and it remains 
to be seen, just what the New Organiza- 
tion will be able to do in this direction. 

This much is in its favor — Liberals are 
at peace with each other, and the drift 
is all in one direction. I used to say that 
religion always swept over the country in 
waves, but no one even heard of a wave 
of common sense sweeping over the 
country. I am almost ready to take that 
back, for it does seem that a small wave 
of common sense is striking the average 
mind. 

Anyhow the church is in evident dis- 
tress, and everywhere the clergy is asking 
"what is the matter!" At last they have 
come to the realization that thny are no 
longer the shepherds of the world— no 

longer men among sheep, hut only i i 

among men. They are on the toboggan, 
and they realize its speed. 

Now is the time for us to enthuse, to 
weep and rejoice, and hasten the fraud 
work along. Never was a time so op- 
portune as now. No longer do we fear 
to speak out and make ourselves known. 
Everyone now has at last, a sneaking re- 
spect for the Freethinker. Note how the 
name of Paine is gradually srctting into 
the newspapers. See him loomin'. A 
few weeks ago, the leading editorial of 
a Cincinnati paper, in closing an article 
on a government matter said, "If things 
keeps going on in this way in this coun- 
try, we will soon need another Thomas 
Paine to write its constitution and direci 
its liberties." 

The liberal sentiment constantly voiced 
by newspapers and magazines is doing 
a big part of our work for us, but this is 
no reason why we should be idle. Let 
every one come to the front now, and shake 
off this lethargy of years and go to work, 
Make it your aim to get together and 
build up state organizations. The national 
body will probably be able to start two 
men in the field at once. Gradually this 
number should be greatly increased, and 
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finally a permanent headquarters estab- 
lished able to support its officials contin- 
uously at this work. An organization that 
aims at nothing more than an annual gath- 
ering, will be practically worthless. It 
takes a devoted partiotism, untiring en- 
ergy, men and women of ability, and above 
all lots of money to effect an ellicient work- 
ing organization, and every honest heathen 
must lend a helping hand. 

Let there be "an out-porin' of the 
spirit" at St. Louis. I have this criticism 
to make as to plans so far. A one day 
meeting is not long enough to attend to 
the business and get acquainted. I beg 
that you make it at least two days. 

I want also to say that I am glad the 
old Blade stepped to the front in this 
matter of organization. It means that 
Old Brother Moore's soul is still on the 
march, and the good work he set in mo- 
tion still lives. I miss him very much. I 
miss many others too, who fast are drop- 
ping by the way. It saddens me greatly 
to seo the old familiar names drop out. 
Such grand old men as Dr. Bell, Aaron 
Davis and others were inspirations to us 
all. They never lagged, they never tired. 
It grieves me to see them go. 

I did not dream there are so many 
poets among the Blade readers. I believe 
it is natural for every one of fine imagina- 
tion to attempt to express himself in 
verse. Whether the verse be good or 
not, the poetic instinct is always ennob- 
ling. The lover of poetry loves all things, 
and even the poorest versifer, has stepped 
out from among men. Some of the Blade 
poetry is very good, some not so good. I 
believe that Aaron De Witt is among the 
best, if not the best, of the Blade poets. 
His verso is smooth and has the substance 
as well. 

I note also, a great many new names as 
contributors to the Blade, and they are 
sending in the best of stuff. Verily the 
Freethought cause is plentiful in its re- 
sources. John R. Clark and the Chaplain 
keep furnishing the seasoning, and the 
Blade wouldn't be the Blade without them. 

In a reply to many friends, who write 
asking what has become of me, will say 
that my wife has been an invalid for three 
years, and for the past two years, required 
all my time and care. She being very 
religious, and opposed to my views, and her 
trouble being of a nervous character, I 
have had to be less active in Liberal 
work, consequently my long silence. The 
little spare time I have had has been put 
in on my Book of Verse. I had hoped to 
have it out by this time but the long 
siekness of my wife has delayed its pub- 
lication. By March I think, it will be in 
the hands of the publisher, and when it 
does come out, if ever a man got a dam- 
min' from the critics, I reckon it will bo 
me. If I can only succeed in getting the 



Arshbishop to put it on the Index Ex- 
purgatorious, and demand that it be kept 
out of the Public Library, it'll be sure to 
sell. But enough about myself. Hope to 
meet many of you at Early Mass., and 
St. Louis, November 14. — J. B. WILSON. 

What Organization Should Mean. 

KANAWHA, FALLS, W. VA.-By 
Freethinkers is meant all who claim and 
eercise their right to think and form their 
own conclusions upon any subject but who 
grant to every other person the same right 
they claim for themselves. A Freethinker 
is a Liberal and one is who is tolerant of be- 
liefs different from his own. It would seem 
that it ought to be easy to organize this 
kind of people, but apparently, it isn't, as 
the past history of such organizations show. 

There must bo a reason or reasons. What 
are theyf The very cast of mind that 
makes a person an original independent 
thinker makes him dislike the idea of sub- 
scribing to any sort of creed or dogmatic 
declaration of principles in which he must 
say I believe — especially where such dec- 
larations are in reference to matters that 
have not been certainly established or 
shown to be absolutely untrue. Of course 
it is always possible to get a number of 
people into a society or organization who 
believe practically alike on many ques- 
tions. There are several such anti-ortho- 
dox societies in existence now. Yet it is 
doubtful if all menbers of that believe in 
every one of the principal tenets. 

All Atheists are not agreed in their 
disbelief in the existence of a god, nor do 
Materialists believe exactly alike. But 
there is, there must be a few things upon 
which Freethinkers of every shade of un- 
belief can agree, and these particular 
things only need be put into the platform. 
What is wanted is a federation of all 
people who do not believe that belief is 
a Savior but who do believe that human 
reason is the best guide and that good con- 
duct is not only conducive to happiness 
in this world and our welfare in the next, 
if there is ouel but also that to do as right 
as we know, is a duty which cannot be 
shirked or evaded — without cowering us in 
our own estimation, and deteriorating our 
own moral sense. 

It seems to me that the chief need of a 
National or Universal Freethought Society 
at the present time is to educate the pub- 
lic — to create a strong Freethought senti- 
ment and to maintain liberty of thought, 
personal expression, and to promote jus- 
tice, truth and right. We want to make 
Freethought liberal thinking, reason ex- 
ercising popular, which it is not now, in 
many communities, by a long shot. 

We can only do this by example and 
precept. The purpose of organization is 
for cooperation and concert of action. 
Also while membors are not inspired they 



command respect.— J. C. WATKINS. 



Will Try To Be There. 

HAGERSTOWN, MD. — Many thanks 
for your complimentary opinion of my re- 
port of the obsequies of our old friend, 
Aaron Davis, of Frederick, Md., and also 
for publishing it. 

A little later, when I get time, I may- 
write you out the substance of my eulogy 
on that occasion. 

Was not at Columbus either, as I was 
entirely too busy at that time to leave 
home— two cars of fertilizer for me to 
handle having arrived on that date, which 
needed immediate attention. 

It is possible I might get to St. Louis, 
as it comes later in the year, when there 
is more leisure, but, being so far West, 
takes longer and costs more to make the 
trip, and so I'll probably not get there 
either, but will try to attend some of the 
conventions ere so long if opportunity 
permits. Am inclosing P. 0. Money Order 
for $3.27. — D. WEBSTER GROH. 



Make it Broad and Free. 

DELHI, Iff. Y.— There is cne way 
we can express our feelings to those 
who are mutually friendly to our 
thoughts, when we can take our pen 
and convey to them our reffectious on 
those things that stand for the best in- 
terest of all in this life's work. But when 
we come to realize how little we are in 
this great world, among millions of other 
human beings, who for the most part are 
content to work out their existence in their 
simple habits, who seem to have no serious 
thoughts on those things that are out of 
harmony with reason and natural laws, 
that we sometimes think it is a waste of 
effort iu trying to arouse the sleeping mass- 
es to the true state of affairs. 

Many times in moments of physical 
weakness and suffering we have wished we 
could do or say something that would 
help clear the track of obstructions for 
those who are giving the best of their 
lives for truth, reason, and those things 
that stand for the best interest of the hu- 
man race. Mauy times in our well mo- 
ments we have wished to be endowed with 
powers of giving to the world thousands 
of minds that could comfort with the 
noble mind of "Robert G. Ingersoll,' in 
place of the pulpits' mental slaves of su- 
perstition. But when we learn the faets 
we know there is no one given supernatural 
powers in this world, no matter how good 
one's intentions may be, only endowed in 
the human form by the process of natural 
laws, with a brain that sees and refrains 
from vile habits that are against health 
and the welfare of others, "with no de- 
sire to accept as truth the selfish hopes 
and fears of supernatural slaves, that are 
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against the reason of all human knowl- 
edge. ' 1 

But in whatever way we might wish, 
and to do to make more true and belter 
conditions for all, we feel convinced on 
the other hand that the forces of hypo- 
crisy and superstition will do all in then- 
power to break up any formidable move- 
ment against their system of deceit. 
When for instance we wrote the political 
conditions throughout the nation, how the 
political coward in and out of otlice, is 
pandering to established forms of their 
mess of pottage, caring little or nothing 
how those forms may effect thj welfare 
and reason of all and entirely giving up 
to a system that has been a curse to 
humanity for centuries past. We feel it 
is lime to throw out all minor issues and 
look well to the characters of those who 
seek for ollicial trust. And when we think 
of the coming National Freethought Con- 
vention with the best wishes for its future 
success, we realize it is the people them- 
selves who can make it so, or otherwise. 

Let no minor issues befog the name or 
principles of a national order, whatever 
name the convention may decide on, make 
it stand "for national laws" against all 
forms of the supernatural; and "reason, 
truth, and humanity"; against rivaled 
dreams, delusions, and the so-called holy 
ghost.— WARREN 8. DEAN. 

Wants More Time. 

CEDAREDUE, COLO. — All the details 
of the National Ereethought Convention to 
be held at St. Louis are to appear in the 
next issue of the Blade; doubtless all in- 
terested have questions to ask from indi- 
vidual standpoints, one of which is the 
time said Convention will be in session, 
when men revise the word of god they lake 
months of time to perform a job like that 
"a wayfaring man thought a fool need not 
err therein. ' ' 

How much time are we to have at St. 
Louis to revise the treatment of a chroiii; 
traditionary and hereditary disease, thut 
is yet anchored to barbarian antiquity, 
diagnose it, prepare palateable formulas 
after due deliberations, etc.; can all this 
be done in live days, in a wise, shapely, 
and beneficial manner, that will assure a 
cooperative success 1 

Do the broad minded friends of human- 
ity, who are forcing the rampart to estab 
lish an epoch of logical truths, comprehend 
the danger of damaging results from any 
omission or mistake that might occur at 
St. Louis for want of time to properly 
deliberate on all questions of conceivable 
importance, tending to promote the coop- 
erative harmony essential to desired suc- 
cess? 

If an ounce of prevention is worth a 
ton of cure, and it is better to do noth- 
ing than worse than nothing, "does not 



prudence justify time and caution, because 
often the longest way around is the short- 
est way through." 

Those who go to St. Louis to hear re- 
vival speeches had better stay at home with 
the sick who need a physician. Will it 
not require one day to organize and ap- 
point committees; one day for committer 
to report; one day to amend and adopt 
reports; thus by holding night HNkw 
three days might be enough to transact 
the business, at least in a reasonably sat- 
isfactory manner? — GEORUE LEESON. 

From a New Soldier. 

SC11 LES WIG, IOWA. — Having just re- 
ceived a copy of the Blade for October 3d. 
"Grand." Devoted to the freedom of 
thought, I herewith enclose money order 
for a yearly subscription. Be sure and 
start me out with October 10th, as this 
number will announce all about the Free- 
thinkers' meeting to be held on November 
14th, at St. Louis. Unless something un- 
foreseen happens, 1 expect to attend this 
meeting. The reply by Ella Kant/. Stone. 
"More points for Judge Ladd's considera- 
tion," is grand, and in fact all the Blade 
contains food for the brain. Hoping y<»u 
will put my name on the subscription list 
at an early date, sincerely yours— SARAH 
VERMEUREN. 



Comments an 

HOLLAND, O.— Two copies of the 
Blade has reached me (one today). In 
part it suits me but I can't go it all. You 
have hit the nail on the head in regard 
to Mrs. Eddy. 1 have taken a year or 
more to investigate Christian Science and 
surely it is one of the biggest humbugs 
on earth. Her book and papers gotten out 
by the Christian scientists is a money- 
making humbug. Her book that ought to 
sell for a dollar, sells for $3.18 and is 
grab money. Every church and society 
has to pay big for their adds, but the fools 
buy it, some $:10.000 a year. 1 cones 
ponded with, and talked with many and 
it is all money, money, money. Her Palace 
church iu Boston that cost up in the mil- 
lions, came from the home work of her 
dupes. Still I know of wonderful cures 
made (by the mind) by her patrons. Yes 
1 believe in doing my own thinking even 
at my age of near seventy-five years. 1 
have prepared my own funeral sermon as 
1 do not want any ministers to lie over my 
dead body, and 1 refuse to have llowers 
and a fine coffin simply to please the eyes 
of those who come to see the last of S. 
W. Clark. I would rather the iloweis l>" 
shoved under my nose while 1 am alive. 
The golden rule of the bible is to DM worth 
more than all the rest of it. Yes it has 
contradictions too numerous to mention. 

(JAL FOUR— BLADE - 

Look in Deuteronomy and see what it says 



about the eating of meat. Viz: "Ye shall 
not eat meat of anything that dieth of 
itself, but ye shall give it unto the stranger 
that comes into thy gate or selleth it to 
an alien." 

Moses ought to have beeu compelled to 
eat of a carrion for doing so mean a 
thing. Still the bible has had its day 
and done some good. Surely the mission- 
ary to China is a failure, and the gospel 
teacher of today is a failure. It is hard 
to lind a young man or young lady who 
will join a church. They prefer t<j go to 
a ball game. Here at Holland there is 
not one-fourth as many church members 
as there were fifty years ago. We need 
more of the golden rule religion. 

I must criticise you a little on the price 
of the Blalle which ought not to be over 
twenty "i- at the most fifty cents a year, 
if we eoiupure its amount of reading with 
similar papers of its size. 

1 don't just like Mrs. J. J. Fyckes' ser- 
mon, tor religion with all its faults and 
mistakes has done some good. 

T. C. Jefferies' furneral oration is good. 

The Sigel murder article is fire. 

You, Mr. Editor can do a lot of good 
but don't be too radical. Ease them down 
gradually. 

I see that Mrs. C. B. Haven thinks the 
Blade is worth $5.00 and sends that 
amount for it. She may be right and I 
wrong. 1 see her pen hits hard. 

S. W. CLARK. 
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THE MASTER-PIECE LIBRARY. 



Cheap reprints of the Masterpieces of 
Ihi Qtmt Modern Authors on the Christian 
Superstition, published lor Missionary pur- 
poses by the Rationalist Press Association 

of London. England. 

•The Kiddle of the Universe"— Haeckel. 
•Education"— S|H-ncer. 
•The Kvolution of the Idea of God — 
Grant Allen. 

"Origin of SiK'oles"— Darwin. 

•Kmerson's Essays . 

Herbert Spencers "Philosophy. 

• Creed of Christendom"— Greg. 
•Spencers Kssays." 

• InKersoll's Lectures and kssays (In i 
volunn s.) 

Paine's "Age of Ileason . 

The above is only a selection out of 75. 
Complete list mailed on application. Price 
2;.c each, postpaid. Six copies to one ad- 
dress at one time, $1.25. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
246 St. James 8t. Montreal, Canada. 
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Naumarfs Orchestra 

K. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 



or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Devi red. 

Over 500 piece* of the boat music, suitable 

for any program, always on hand. 
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A TRIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 

This work is acknowledged to be one of 
the best descriptive literary efforts of the 
century — A Freethinker's view of the old 
world and what he saw there. 

Oloth — $1.25 postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



Searchlight 

A 20-Page Liberal 
Monthly 



Published by J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies 10 Cents 



Evolution of the God Idea Wrjte for a sample copy ' which be sent free - 



"The Evolution of the God Idea," by 
the late Grant Allen is one of the most 
remarkable books of the century. 63,000 
copies have been printed and nearly all cir- 
culated by the "Rationalist Press Asso- 
ciation" of London, in cheap form, and is 
now offered for 25 cents postpaid by the 
American Agent of the R. P. A. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
246 St. James St. Montreal, Canada 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful anil 

thoughtful. It ih a personal 
depart ment In the \\ II I I I. 
OK 1.1 1- K thut grows on you 
You Hint yourself waiting 
with Interest for what "Bill" 
has to say next. 

"f\N rtMESRICrtN 

MttDONISfV Is n ser- 
ial running In the w 1 1 M I . 
"BILL" OP LIFE. It is written by 
Mary l\ es Todd, the ablest wrIMr of Liberal 
fiction since Grant Allen, and Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

TUB WfiB&L OF LIFE, 

▲ monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKIOINH. theorlglu of Marriage, of Kt htt-M. 
of Kellglon, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, (real Ingall subjects 
In sue haclear, plain and spicy way that the 
dust Is shaken outand they become as In* 
I. rating as • novel to even the casual 
reader. Hend lOeenUfor a ill months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll l'atterson, 
author of^A LITTLB BROTH BR Of TUB 
ttlOH." MM Without extr» charge with a 
8 month!' trial subscription to the WHBBL 
OFL1KK. Address 

LIFE PUB. CO., Desk A. St. Louis. Mo. 




THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Light Bearer 



The Pioneer Journal— in Modern Timee 

—of an old and almost forgotten science, 
the moat important of all sciences, a 
science successfully and openly taught and 
practiced by the ancient Ci recks and Egyp- 
lians. but ignored, defeated, scorned by all 
modern nations,— viz :the Science of Right- 
Morning, the Science of Good Generation. 

The Century Dictionary thus defines 
Eugenics: "The doctrine of Progress, or 
Evolution, especially in the human race, 
through improved conditions in the rela- 
tions of the sexes." 

Its central thought is freedom of Moth- 
erhood, the Self-Ownership of Woman in 
the Realm of Sex and Reproduction— in- 
telligent and responsible Parenthood. 

This much neglected, this tabooed, dis- 
graced, and almost unknown science was 
named "Eugenics by Francis (ialton, a 
cousin of, aud co-worker with, the great 



Charles Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Continental Europe, is beginning 
to receive the attention its importance 

demands. 

The American Journal of Eugenic* is 
now in its 30th year of publication, sus- 
tained by a long list of able and well- 
known contributors, women and men of 
national aud international reputation; it is 
now published bi-monthly — standard mag- 
azine size — at Los Angeles, Calif.; price, 
$1 a year postpaid; single copy, 15c. 

Trial subscribers will receive three back 
numbers, less than a year old, also a copy 
of the booklet, "Institutional Marriage," 
a lecture by the editor — all for 25c in 
■tamps or coin. For sale by newsdealers, 
>r sent postpaid by the editor and pub- 
lisher, Moses Harman, with lists and 
priest of standard English and American 
Eugenic publications. Address 1319 Rel- 
iant Ave, I/os Angeles, Calif. 



Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Or« A« Hdusfjidn^ Aldrncdciyf Odltfornic) 

This is the Greatest Book of modem tim.s on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Gras. Blade, making a book of nearly 5<'0 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and tl a great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

«£2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Suoscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



1909 1909 

Blue Grass Blade Bound Volume 

Containing Fifty-tVvO Copies of The Blade and all handsomely 
bound in Blue Buckram with gold letters. 

$3.00 Reduced from last year's price $3.00 

Subscribe NOW and get your name on the list in time. 

A STILL BETTER OFFER! 

For Five New Subscribers For Five New Subscribers 

We will send ONE COPY of the Bound Volume 

FREE OF COST! 

To any person sending us five new subscribers in one club at the regular rates before Dec. 31, 1909 
THE CLUB IS PREFERABLE! GET UP ONE! SECURE A COPY FREE! 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, Lexington, Ky\ 



